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HOW TO PAY FOR UNI

One of the biggest concerns for
students and their parents is
the cost of university. Here's a
breakdown of what you need to
know about fees, finance, and
repayment.

This information has been
provided in association with the
Student Loans Company (SLC).
It mainly covers the system

in England but contains some
information for other domiciles.

Tuition fees

Your child will typically pay up to
£9,535 per year in tuition fees as
a UK student, though for many
courses it’s less.

Fees don't need to be paid
upfront. Students can apply for
a Tuition Fee Loan to cover all or
part of their fees.

Because of the way the system
works (see the 'Repayment’
section), taking out a loan,

such as a bank loan, yourself to
cover the cost of fees and avoid
your child getting into debt will
almost always work out more
expensive in the long run, so it's
not advisable.

Living costs

They can also apply for

a Maintenance Loan, to
help towards living costs
while at university, such as
accommodation, food, and
course materials.

The amount they can borrow
depends on several factors,
including where they will be
living during term time and
your household income. You'll
need to give SLC permission to
check your household income
with HMRC so the student can
apply for the maximum amount
available.

For example, if they'll be living
away from home (outside of
London), a Maintenance Loan of
up to £10,544 could be available
per year depending on your
household income.

If you're earning more than the
threshold, the loan amount your
child is eligible for will be lower,
meaning they or you will need to
make up any financial shortfall.

Extra support

Maintenance Grants are
no longer available for new
students, but there is extra
support available in certain
circumstances:

Scholarships and bursaries
— offered on the basis

of academic ability, your
income, or for other
reasons (for example, if
your child has a disability).

Fee waivers — these reduce
tuition fees, either on their
own, or in a broader package
of support with a bursary.

Hardship funds — these
can help if your child is
struggling financially, either
before or during uni.

Disabled Students’ Allowance
(DSA) - if your child has a
disability, including a long-
term health condition, mental
health condition, or specific
learning difficulty, such as
dyslexia they might be able
to get funds to cover extra
costs. Students can get up
to £27,783 of support for
2025 to0 2026. There are
exceptions for students

who need more money for
travel costs. This will apply
for both new and continuing
students. How much they get
depends on their individual
needs, not your household
income. DSA can be applied
for alongside the main
student finance application

and don't usually have to be
paid back unless your child
leaves their course early.

Applying

There's no need for your child to
wait to receive offers back from
universities to apply for student
finance — they should apply as
soon as the application service
opens.

Student loans are only
repayable once your child
has finished or left their
course and they're earning
over a certain amount.

To make sure they receive their
money on time, remind them to
provide their supporting evidence
as soon as possible!






























HELP YOUR CHILD WRITE
A GREAT PERSONAL
STATEMENT

Writing a personal statement is
an important part of your child’s
university application, and with
the new format for 2026 entry,
there's a clear structure to follow.
As a parent, guardian, or carer,
your support can make a real
difference.

UNDERSTANDING
THE NEW PERSONAL
STATEMENT FORMAT

For 2026 entry, the personal
statement focuses on three
key questions to help students
clearly communicate their
motivations and suitability for
the course. These questions
ensure all students, no matter
their background, can present a
strong case.

1. Why do you want to study
this course or subject?
Your child should explain
what excites and interests
them about the subject, and
how their interest developed.
They should link their interest
to long-term goals if they
have a career path in mind,
but this will vary depending
on course.

2. How have your qualifications
and studies helped you
prepare for this course?

Help them pick academic
accomplishments relevant
to the course to highlight
their achievements. They
should demonstrate how
their studies have given them
skills for success. Make sure
they don't waste characters
listing their qualifications, as
these will be found elsewhere
in their application.

3. What else have you done to
prepare, and why are these
experiences useful?

Here, your child can discuss
any activities outside school
— such as work experience,
volunteering, internships

or personal projects — and
how these experiences have
prepared them for university.
Encourage your child to
select relevant experiences
that show commitment. They
can include any challenges
they’ve overcome and how
these prepared them for
university.

Help your child get started

Encourage reflection: Help your
child think about why they are
interested in the course and
what sparked their passion. This
reflection is key to answering the
first question.

Identify experiences:

Support your child in showing
both academic and personal
experiences that relate to their
course. Whether it's a project,
job, hobby or a balancing of
their responsibilities, like caring

for a family member, these can
demonstrate their commitment
and readiness.

Discuss future goals:

If applicable — for instance,
medical and allied health courses
— encourage your child to talk
about their career goals and

how the course can help them
achieve these. This will help them
focus their personal statement.
Alternatively, you could help your
child express what they hope to
gain from the course and what
they're excited to learn more about.

Emphasise relevance:
Encourage your child to avoid
vague statements and focus

on specific experiences and
achievements that support their
application.

For students without
extracurricular activities: Your
child can focus on academic
achievements and personal
responsibilities. Encourage
them to:

P discuss classroom
experiences that helped
them develop key skills

P highlight part-time jobs,
linking them to transferable
skills like time management

Suggest alternative means of
experiencing extracurricular
activities, through online courses,
podcasts, or documentaries

that can help them expand

their knowledge and show their
interest in the subject area.



