
 

Welcome to A Level Geography 

The below guide and tasks will help best prepare you for a really 
successful start to your A level Geography course. 
Congratulations on picking a very important subject; Geography plays a crucial role in 
understanding our world. It makes a vital contribution to our knowledge of the rapidly 
changing environmental and social challenges facing us and how we should tackle them. It 
also is a subject that is multi disciplined in its skills and bridges both the sciences and 
humanities. It also is a preferred subject by the Russel group universities.  

To help make transition, here are some strategies: 

1.​ Developing “thinking like a geographer” – through general reading around/ 

watching videos/listening to podcasts etc the geography subject to develop your 

geography knowledge and understanding and be able to start to reflect critically on 

issues. Soem example are listed below: 
a.​ Royal Geographical Society – ‘Ask the Geographer podcasts’ 

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ask-the-expert-podcasts/  

b.​ The superb ‘Compass’ geography magazine from University of Cambridge: Issues – 

Compass Magazine 

c.​ Travel documentaries, such as the excellent Simon Reeves series, free on BBC 

iPlayer: Search - simon reeve - BBC iPlayer 

d.​ The Conversation magazine. Use the search feature of filter by categories for 

academically robust and relevant articles: The Conversation UK is your most reliable 

trusted news. Written by academics. 

2.​ Become a News Buff- Watch the news- BBC news between 6am-9am or at 6pm. Or 

get on the BBC news app? Other websites such as the Guardian, The Independent, 

The Times. Use this information to keep your knowledge up to date and relevant on 

global affairs. 

3.​ Know your A Level Course- Starting to explore the topics and their foundations in 

which they will be studied in the A Level Course. Knowing what you will study helps 

focus your wider reading/watching/listening. Use the AQA website to navigate your 

way through the course  spec: AQA | Geography | A-Level | A-level Geography 

 

4.​ Complete your pre course tasks - At the bottom of this document are tasks that 

would help you get a HUGE head start in your course, both in developing key 

knowledge and skills. 

 

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ask-the-expert-podcasts/
https://cambridgecompassmagazine.wordpress.com/issues/
https://cambridgecompassmagazine.wordpress.com/issues/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/search?q=simon+reeve
https://theconversation.com/uk
https://theconversation.com/uk
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/a-level/geography-7037/specification/specification-at-a-glance


What does the course look like at Richard Hale? 

At A Level, we follow the AQA specification. You will have two exams; one physical exam and one 

human exam, and one Non-Examined Assessment- essentially a 3000-4000 word piece of 

coursework.  

Physical Exam Human Exam NEA 
This exam will be 2 hours and 
30 minutes and is worth 120 
marks  
 
Water and Carbon (36 marks) 
 
Coastal Environments (36 
marks) 
 
Hazards (48 marks)  

This exam will be 2 hours and 30 
minutes and is worth 120 marks  
 
Global Governance (36 marks) 
 
Changing Places (36 marks) 
 
 
Contemporary Urban Environments 
(48 marks) 

This is an independent enquiry meaning that it is 
driven by you 
 
You will need to formulate a title and hypotheses 
from a topic that is studied on the AQA specification. 
You will then need to come up with methods to test 
your hypotheses, you will collect your own data and 
then present, analyse, conclude and evaluate your 
investigation. 
 
You will be taken out on a residential fieldwork trip 
work to gather data for this.  

 

Year 12: 

●​ Water and Carbon Cycles 

●​ Changing Places 

●​ Global Systems and Governance 

●​ Coastal landscapes 

●​ Introduction to the NEA and Filed work 

Year 13:  

●​ Contemporary Urban Environments 

●​ Hazards 

●​ NEA 

●​ Exam preparation and mock exams. 

Links to support these units: 

Physics and Maths Tutor Reading Links- – A really good overview of what the topics are about and a really 

useful tool for revision too: 

 

-​  Water and Carbon Revision 

-​ Coasts Revision 

-​ Global Governance  

-​ Changing Place 

-​ Hazards Revision 

-​ Detailed Notes - Contemporary Urban Environments - AQA Geography A-level 

 

 

 

https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Water-and-Carbon-Cycles/Detailed%20Notes%20-%20Water%20and%20Carbon%20Cycles%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Coastal-Systems-and-Landscapes/Detailed%20Notes%20-%20Coastal%20Systems%20and%20Landscapes%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Global-Systems-and-Global-Governance/Detailed%20Notes%20-%20Global%20Systems%20and%20Governance%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Changing-Places/Detailed%20Notes%20-%20Changing%20Places%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Hazards/Detailed%20Notes%20-%20Hazards%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Contemporary-Urban-Environments/Detailed%20Notes%20-%20Contemporary%20Urban%20Environments%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf


Pre Course Tasks: 

Please use the below as a menu of pre course tasks. If you could complete the “What Geography 

means to you” task and at least 2 other tasks as minimum. You of course could attempt more and I 

would encourage that you begin to develop your own interests in certain topics linked to the subject. 

You might even want to do an independent task of your own design too. Good luck! 

 

Create a personal geography map 
of your own area- include 
photographs, personal reflections 
and places of importance 

(Changing Places) 

Watch a documentary linked Climate 
Change- Create 10 questions that 

people could answer if they were to 
watch the documentary.  

(Water and Carbon Cycles) 

Watch one of the Andrew Marr 
'MegaCities'  documentaries and 

with that please produce an 
account of the challenges and 

possible solutions facing 
contemporary urban 

environments.  
(Contemporary Urban 

environments)  
Read up on news articles related to 

urban inequality in an area of 
London. Write a letter to the prime 
minister explaining the impact of 

this on the chosen urban area.  
(Contemporary urban 

environments)  
 

In 300 words, explain what 
‘geography’ means to you 

 
 

Listen to a geography  Podcast of 
your choice. Summarise your 

findings as bullet points on 2-3 
slides as a presentation, with your 

own OPINION on the matter..  

Summer Binge on a Geography Book or video  series of your choice. Use the links above as a starter point. Try 
and ensure there are some links to the course though! 

 

 

We hope you have found this useful as a (very good) start to your A Level course. The advantage 

you will have by beginning these good habits now and completing pre course work will be huge. At 

A Level  the more you put in, the more you will get out; and certainly a better grade!  

 

If you need any further help or questioned answered please do contact the school, or myself 

directly via email tsk@richardhale.co.uk 

 

Best wishes, 

Mr T Skipper 

Head of Geography 

Richard Hale School 

mailto:tsk@richardhale.co.uk

