
 

 

Product Design: Curriculum Overview 

Year 13 

Term Topic studied  What will I learn? How will I be assessed? Wider reading: 

Year 13 
Autumn 
(numbers 
relate to 
sections in 
OCR PD 
Specification) 

 
 
 

7.Manufacturing 

processes and 

techniques  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6.Technical 

understanding  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.Viability of 

design solutions  
 
 
 

7.3 How can materials and 
processes be used to make 
commercial products? 
7.4 How is manufacturing 
organised and managed for 
different scales of production?  
7.5 How is the quality of products 
controlled through manufacture? 

 
 
6.1 What considerations need to 
be made about the structural 
integrity of a design solution?  
6.2 How can products be designed 
to function effectively within their 
surroundings?  
6.3 What opportunities are there 
through using smart and modern 
technologies within products? 

 
8.1 How can designers assess 
whether a design solution meets 
its stakeholder requirements?  
8.2 How can product designers and 
manufacturers assess whether a 
design solution meets the criteria 
of technical specifications?  
8.3 How do designers and 
manufacturers determine whether 
design solutions are commercially 
viable?  

  
 

End of Unit Assessment 
Classwork / Homework 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End of Unit Assessment 
Classwork / Homework 
 

OCR Design & Technology A-
Level Text Book 
 
OCR A Level Design & 
Technology – Product Design 
Revision Text Book 
 
Universal Principles of Design 
by Lidwell, William, Holden, 
Kritina 

 

Year 13 
Spring  
 
  

9.Health and 

Safety  
 

 
 
 
Allocated time 

to either 

complete or 

revisit sections 

of the Product 

Design 

Specification 

 

9.1 How can safety be ensured 
when working with materials in a 
workshop environment?  
9.2 What are the implications of 
health and safety legislation on 
product manufacture?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of Unit Assessment 
Classwork / Homework 

 

OCR Design & Technology A-
Level Text Book by Hodder 
 
OCR A Level Design & 
Technology – Product Design 
Revision Text Book by Hodder 
 
Universal Principles of Design 
by Lidwell, William, Holden, 
Kritina 

NEA Iterative Design Project Completed – Coursework folder and final Prototype  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Lidwell,%20William
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Holden,%20Kritina
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Holden,%20Kritina
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Lidwell,%20William
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Holden,%20Kritina
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Holden,%20Kritina


Year 13 
Summer 
(2-3 weeks 
until study 
leave) 

  

Final exam 
theory recap 
and 
preparation: 
Topics1-9 
 

Examination techniques Assessment of Past Papers 

 
OCR Design & Technology A-
Level Text Book by Hodder 
 
OCR A Level Design & 
Technology – Product Design 
Revision Text Book by Hodder 
 
Universal Principles of Design 
by Lidwell, William, Holden, 
Kritina 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Lidwell,%20William
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Holden,%20Kritina
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Holden,%20Kritina

